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Gaining
‘Independence’

HUNDREDS TURN OUT FOR AUDITIONS FOR MOVIE TO BE SHOT IN HASTINGS

NICHOLE JELINEK

Hastings Tribune

bout 300 people came

from around Nebraska

and other states to

Hastings Saturday to

udition for

“Independence,” a movie being
shot in Hastings in July.

Colleen Schukei, location coor-
dinator, said she and others hold-
ing the auditions couldn’t have
possibly seen any more people in
the eight-hour timeframe.

“We were really, really
impressed,” she said. “Everyone
just had the right attitude.”

Before 10 a.m., a line had
formed outside the Barrett
Alumni Center at Hastings
College with people waiting in
anticipation to take part in some-
thing that rarely happens in this
part of the country.

“Everyone was such troopers,”
said Schukei. “They waited two-
and-a-half hours for a two-
minute interview.”

Those inside took a number
and filled out the application
while waiting for their turn to
show their talent.

The application asked all of the
standard questions, including
hair and eye color, experience
and how often the applicants
would be available for shooting.

The application also asked for
height and weight information.
Schukei said it helps to have this
information when it comes time
for wardrobe fittings.

Jessi Sheets of Hastings came
out to audition for the part of
Amy;, a privileged college student
in her 20s.

Sheets looked at Amy’s lines on
the Web site to help her prepare
for her audition.

“They know what they’re look-
ing for,” she said. “If you've got
it, you've got it.”

Around a large table, hopeful
cast members gathered to review
lines. Binders filled with pages of
lines were provided to give the
actors one last chance to prepare.

Alison Wit of Omaha was yet
another of many who auditioned
for the part of Amy.

Wit said she is involved in
high school theater. As she
reviewed the lines, she said she
was having fun but was nervous.

“But I'll get over it,”she said.

Schukei said everyone who

Mexican deaths up sharply

JUSTIN PRITCHARD

NICHOLE JELINEK/Tribune
Jessi Sheets of Hastings shows on the monitor after she reads for a part in the movie being filmed in
the Hastings area. Watching is Colleen Schukei, location coordinator for the film.
auditioned would like a chance

for a speaking part, but many
also just wanted a chance to be

in a movie.
After entering the room in
which Schukei had set up lights

and a video camera, everyone
had their picture taken.

Please see AUDITIONS/page A6
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Spanish
troops
will leave
Iraq

SOCIALIST LEADER WILL WITHDRAW
NATION’S SUPPORT FOR

U.S.-LED OCCUPATION

ED MCCULLOUGH
The Associated Press

MADRID, Spain — The leader of Spain’s vic-
torious Socialists said Monday he will withdraw
his nation’s support for the U.S.-led occupation
of Iraq, restating a campaign promise a day after
his party won elections overshadowed by terror-
ist bombings.

Jose Luis Rodriguez Zapatero, calling the war
that ousted Saddam Hussein an “error,” said he
would recall Spanish troops from Iraq by June
30 unless the United Nations assumes control of
multinational military operations there.

In a surprise defeat, Prime Minister Jose Maria
Aznar’s conservatives on Sunday became the
first government that backed Washington in
Iraq to be voted from office. The election came
amid charges that Aznar made Spain a target for
terrorists by supporting the war, and that his
government concealed possible connections
between the attack and Islamic terrorists for
political gain.

Please see SPAIN/page A6

Stuay: More
bankruptcies
In counties

with casinos

The Associated Press

OMAHA — A Creighton University study on
possible casino links to bankruptcies revealed
differing results for individuals and businesses.

The recently released study showed personal
bankruptcy filings in counties with casinos were
higher than in non-casino counties in the
United States during the 1990s.

However, the study showed business bank-
ruptcies in casino counties were lower on aver-
age than in non-casino counties.

Associate law professor Edward Morse and eco-
nomics professor Ernie Goss conducted the study
that charted 250 U.S. counties containing casinos.
They compared bankruptcy filings from 1990 to
1999 with non-casino counties of similar popula-
tion, income, and rates of poverty and employment.

The study found that individual bankruptcies
were more than 100 percent higher in casino
counties than in non-casino counties.

Please see CASINOS/page A6
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Workers exit
the Excel Corp.

The Associated Press

The jobs that lure Mexican
workers to the United States are
killing them in a worsening epi-
demic that is now claiming a vic-
tim a day, an Associated Press
investigation has found.

Though Mexicans often take the
most hazardous jobs, they are more
likely than others to be killed even
when doing similarly risky work.

The death rates are greatest in
several Southern and Western
states, where a Mexican worker is
four times more likely to die than
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the average U.S.-born worker. In
Nebraska, nine Mexican-born
workers have been killed since
1996, including four in 2002, the
last year of complete federal data.

These accidental deaths are almost
always preventable and often grue-
some: Workers are impaled, shred-
ded in machinery, buried alive. Some
are as young as 15.

For the first study of its kind of
Mexican worker deaths in the
United States, the AP talked with
scores of workers, employers,
advocates and government offi-
cials and analyzed years of federal

PAINT BALL

safety and population statistics.
Among the findings:

00 Mexican death rates are rising even
as the U.S. workplace grows safer over-
all. In the mid-1990s, Mexicans were
about 30 percent more likely to die than
native-born workers; now they are
about 80 percent more likely.

0 Deaths among Mexicans
increased faster than their population
in the U.S. Between 1996 and 2002,
as the number of Mexican workers
grew by about half, from 4 million to
6 million, the number of deaths rose
by about two-thirds, from 241 to 387.
Deaths peaked at 420 in 2001.

Please see WORKERS/page A6
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Carmichael has been painting a
baseball that hangs in a shed

f

Artb_y Justin Wolfe, 8,
Sandy Creek School

ALEXANDRIA, Ind. —A man
who’s spent years applying layers of
paint to a baseball that’s grown to
enormous proportions is hoping to
have it declared the world’s largest
ball of paint.

For the past 27 years, Mike

behind his home. It now weighs
1,300 pounds, is more than 35
inches in diameter and has a 111-
inch circumference due to more
than 18,000 layers of paint.

On Saturday, Carmichael

watched as a crew took a core sam-
ple from the green ball that’s need-
ed before it can earn a spot in the
Guinness Book of Records.

In honor of Carmichael’s work,
Saturday was declared Ball of Paint
Day in Alexandria.

The Associated Press
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meat packing
plant at the end
of their shift in
Schuyler July,
15, 2003. Jesus
Soto Carbajal,
a former
Mexican-born
worker in the
plant, died at
work after acci-
dentally sever-
ing his jugular
vein with a
carving knife.
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